CONTEXT

Postmodernity

-the nature and orientation of God


-there is no transcendent vantage point because either God is either dead, 



indifferent, silent, non-existent

-the nature of the world around us


-ruled by regimes of power and knowledge through which reason classified



and regulated all forms of experience


-it is a simulated world, a world of entertainment…more and more like Disneyland

-the nature and orientation of humankind


-the modern subject was a humanist fiction that was defined by those in



regimes of power to discipline and train workers for labor and conformity


-a time of incessant choosing whereby man becomes a collector of experiences,



produced largely by the fleeting images of TV


-the world is not getting better and better but is becoming more dark and



confusing


-dominated by a system of objects and signs that entice the masses to buy



and consume a world designed and marketed by others…sign value


-collectors of experience and of fleeting images produced and fostered by



the diversity of media forms and means of travel/entertainment


-life is empty, depthless, aimless, meaningless…filled with random events



and fractured narration


-break free of unifying and totalizing structures and cultivate multiple



forms of resistance that reject the prisons of received identities



and discourses...so that the person can be set free to reinvent the



body and create new modes of desires and pleasure

-truth


-there is no single frame of reference that can illuminate the complexity of



the world of human experience


-truth is constructed by, and limited to, the community in which we participate


-there is no privileged narrative…no metanarrative of truth


-there is no center, only different viewpoints and perspectives…there are 



countless meanings and multiple interpretations of phenomena and



experience with no central vantage point capable of grasping and



making sense of the plurality of discourses


-truth is not limited to the rational dimension since there are other valid paths



to knowledge such as emotions, intuition

-ethics


-to liberate suppressed voices within one’s culture who have been reduced to



silence by the dominant narrative (white, male, heterosexual, capitalistic)



of modernity


-reinvent the body by creating new modes of desire and pleasure so that the body



can become deterritorialized and emancipated…to become a body without



organization


-increasing lifestyle governed by sign value, that is, commodities are valued by 



the way that they confer prestige and signify social status and power

-the social location of religion


-there is no central or abiding hope to which history is moving for all is



finished and doomed to infinite repetition and eternal recurrence


-the organization of life is merely playing with the fragmented pieces and



forms that have already been produced by previous cultures and ways



of life


-there is no metanarrative or grand story that grounds and explains the human



journey…religion, if it is anything, is the tool of those who tyrannize



the masses and discipline/restrict their minds/bodies/lifestyle

