CONTEXT

Islam

-the nature and orientation of God


-in the days before Islam arose a great majority of Arabs worshiped local



gods and goddesses


-Muhammad was called to restore the worship of one god, Allah, who is



the creator and preserver of all things but remains distant from



man


-history is moving toward a day of judgment

-the nature of the world around us


-angels serves as mediators between Allah and man…and to record the



life of each person for the day of judgment


-the world is divided into two realms:  the house of Islam and the house



of infidels (disobedient to the message of Muhammad)


-government is to be guided by the Qur’an and is to establish/enforce



Islamic law

-the nature and orientation of humankind


-all humankind is the special creation of Allah but transgressed against



the will of Allah


-man was created for and appointed to be Allah’s vice-regent on earth


-man is, by nature, born in a state of natural purity…that is, all children



are born Muslim and only later either remain obedient to Allah



or become disobedient


-man is to surrender to the will of Allah…this life of surrender is best



understood and modeled after the life of Muhammad


-man is to strive to promote the message of Islam and work for its



establishment throughout society

-truth and ethics


-Muhammad received the words of the Qur’an from the angel Gabriel


-the Qur’an is accepted by all Muslims as the absolute truth and is the



final and last revelation of Allah to humankind


-the articles of faith…there is no god but Allah…belief in angels and



jinn…belief in the holy books of Allah but acknowledging



only the Qur’an as uncorrupted…belief in God’s prophets and



the belief that all things happen by the will of Allah and that



there will be a day of judgment


-there are three major sins:  associating any person or thing with 



Allah…being ungrateful to Allah…claiming to be a Muslim



But not being sincere and fully committed to Islam

-the social location of religion


-a black stone, believed to have fallen during the days of Adam, was the



site where many Arabs came to for pilgrimage and to offer



sacrifices of sheep and camels, kiss the stone and thereby to



receive heaven’s blessing


-the whole world is to be a mosque and unified under its submission to



the will of Allah


-the five pillars…the confession of faith…the five daily prayers…the giving



of alms…fasting during the month of Ramadan…the pilgrimage to



Mecca


-salvation is achieved through reciting the creed from one’s heart and keeping



the five pillars

