CONTEXT

Hinduism

-the nature and orientation of God


-the early conception of God were deities who were personifications of natural



phenomena such as storms or fire


-later there was the belief that behind the many gods stands one reality called



Brahman and at the core of every person’s being (atman) is Brahman


-thus, there are two major streams of Hindu thought…the oneness of all things



and personal devotion to a god (Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva)

-the nature of the world around us


-the world grows through endless cycles of creation, growth, decline and



destruction


-the universe is a manifestation of the one Brahman


-the world as it is experienced through the senses is an illusion, for we fail



to see the “really real” behind it all


-each person must atone for his or her wrongful deeds until one is liberated from



the wheel of life, death and rebirth…this liberation is achieved in one of



three ways:  the way of works, the way of knowledge, the way of devotion



to a god


-every individual is a member of one of the many castes…with its own traditions



and its own way of living…there are four basic castes and many 



sub-castes within each major caste

-the nature and orientation of humankind


-at the core of every person’s being (atman) is Brahman but we are ignorant



of our divine nature


-each individual soul enters the body and wants to taste widely the sense 



delights of a physical body…moves beyond sensations to the 



conquests of wealth and success…moves on to duty to a greater



audience…finally moves on to achieving complete satisfaction and



fulfillment by complete identification with Brahman


-every person gets exactly what he or she deserves and creates the future into



which he or she will move…consequently, every person is wholly



responsible for his or her present condition and, in the future, will



have exactly what he or she is now creating

-truth and ethics


-there are four ways to salvation…way of works…way of knowledge…way



of devotion…way of psychological experiment

-the social location of religion


-salvation consists in piercing through the veil of maya (illusion) and



reaching the truth and reality of Brahman


-for each person there is a distinctive way that is recommended, designed



to match your personality…yet all four paths begin with the same



moral habits and practices:  non-injury, truthfulness, non-stealing,



self-control, cleanliness, contentment, self-discipline, and a desire



to reach the ultimate goal of reaching the divinity within


-all of the major religions are alternative, but equal, paths to the same



oneness with Brahman

