CONTEXT

Modernity

-the nature and orientation of God


-God is…merely a product of man’s creation and is the mirror of all that man



would aspire to be but is not…an illusion, an imaginary being who helps



us cope with an unbearable life…dead, who died of old age or people



just got tired of putting up with Him…an exalted and magnified father



who fulfills our need for safety, protection, and comfort…a ridiculous



answer to why man exists….incompatible with the events of daily life for



if He does exist, either He is silent or indifferent toward the suffering



and needs of humankind


-transcendence has been reduced to a rumor…there appears to be no eternity



and no eternal perspective since all reality seems to be restricted to the



here and now…we live in a de-created world in which the notion of a



living God has been increasingly reduced


-history is the record of humankind’s improvement in the human condition

-the nature of the world around us


-nature is the sum of all things…nothing exists but matter…this matter that makes



up the universe was not created but has always existed


-nature is a dynamic evolutionary process with a very long history of emergent



novelty, characterized throughout by chance and natural laws


-the universe is…a closed system…a machine whose parts are subject to 



universal laws that behave in perfect order and harmony…without purpose



since everything can be explained in terms of cause and effect for every



particular event happens because some other event has happened

-the nature and orientation of humankind


-man as…a cosmic accident…autonomous…a useless passion


-man…is determined…possesses a temporal orientation and lives in a sensate



culture…is a mystic…lives in a lonely, absurd universe in which there is



no exit…lives in anguish…lives in a culture of diversion…lives outside



of himself…lives for personal peace and affluence

-truth


-dare to know…have the courage to think for oneself and test everything in the



light of reason, even the most hallowed teachings


-public truth and private beliefs/values


-pluralism that permits the simultaneous existence of contradictory approaches



to life which can not be uprooted nor overcome or ignored

-ethics


-lowest end of the food chain in which science has begun looking downward



to the subhuman level of existence to find authentication and validation



for life


-different strokes for different folks…right and wrong is determined by the



prevailing customs of what everyone else is doing and decising…pleasure



become the gauge of what is ethical or not…the greatest good for the



greatest number…a sense of duty and of ought – there is a difference



between what I want to do and what I OUGHT to do


-a personal, moral universe…in which every person has the freedom to express



oneself against all constraints and conventions…in which personal and



emotional well-being is the greatest good in life and that the SELF is



entitled to get whatever it wants, whenever it wants


-sociological law…in which the majority determine which actions are right



and which actions are wrong (this majority might be as small as nine



Supreme Court justices)

-the social location of religion


-the three key pressures:  secularization, privatization, pluralization


-the world has come of age…modern man no longer needs the “religious



hypothesis” since he can get along very well without it


-bilingual public education that displaces the “religious hypothesis” in



which Biblical language is removed and the only language permitted



in public discourse and teaching is the language that makes sense of



the world without the hypothesis of God…it is the language of the



“occupying power” opposed to God and the reality of WHAT IS



(Romans 1)

